_INDIANAPOLIS, APRIL 29, 18458, |

. Conuty Convention.

The Demoeratic County Conveation, for the nomi-
nation of candidates for the August election, will take
2ouid on the last Saturday in May, (27th,) at 10
o'clock, A. M. Let every township send delegates.

0T A seamp calling himself “ Mons. F. Charton,

the great horse doctor of America,” and formerly ofi P

Louisville, Kentucky, some months ago cheated us
out of some §7. This rascal not only cheated us, but
killed at least one fine horse which he undertook to
dostor. He ought to be in the Penitestiary, nodoubt,
and perhaps has served an appreaticeship in some
such inetitution. The public should be on their guard
ggainst him.

Mr. Van Deusen, the * Blind Minstrel,” we observe
has been singing at Madison. It may be well enough
for the printers to know that the gentleman forgol to
pay u small bill which he contracted at this office a
few weeks ago. Two or three dollars is not much,
to be sure; but we should prefer to give it away, ra-
ther than be forgotlen out of it.

A1p axp Comrorr.—Before leaving his country for
Jamaica, Santa Anna issued a long Valedictory Ad-
dress to the Mexicans, dated at Tehuacan, March
24th. It is marked by his usual mock-patriotism,
bombastic self-eulogy, and complaint that all the mis-
fortunes of Mexico have grown out of the personal
hostility towards him, entertained by other leaders.

There is but o single parngraph which is worthy of
the serious consideratiun of the American people. That
is eminently worthy of it, because it shows one of the
chiefest reasons why Santa Anna expected or hoped
fur » successful issue of the war to Mexico. The
paragraph is as foilows, According to the translation
of the N. O. Picayune :

“The friends of humanily and justice have raised
their voices ir! the very centreof the American capmial,
to warn us of the immense dangers that threatened us.
The obstinncy and hatred of parties, egotism and trea-
sun, have prevented these echoes of truth from being
heard, and an inopportune treaty has deprived us of
the advantages which we could have obtained in suf-
fering, with more resignation, the evils of the war,

ond in facing with more resolution the events of the
future.”

This is a clear acknowledgement of the *“aid and
comfort” which the Mexican Tyrant derived from the
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. Gen. Toylor's Duan Letter.

We copy the following correspondence between
Geo. G. Dunn and General Taylor, relative to the
conduet of the 2d Indiana Regiment at Buena Vista,
as it appears in the State Journal of the 12th of April,
and append some comments in the shape of notes.
Gen. T. labors in vain to make it appear that he has
been guilty of no injustice. Every letter that he
| writes on the suiject only serves to show that he
| stubbornly adheres to his first opinion, in defiance of
all the extenuating circumstances which have been
developed since his original report of the battle was
made. ]t is evident, shat, rather than acknowledge

his own errbrs, he would willingly sacrifice other men
by whole regiments.

|

IMPORTANT CORRESPONDENCE.
Wassunerox, April 12, 1848,
L. D. Defrees, Esq,

Dear Sin:—1 forward you, by the mail which leaves
after this date, a copy of a correspondence belween Gen.
Zacuany Tavion and myself, in relstion to the difficulties
conpected wilh the Second Indiana Regiment at the battle of
| Buena Vista. The effort making, in many quarters, to throw
| diseredit both upoo that Regiment snd the gallsnt Hero who
| commanded the American troops, requires authentic state-
| ments and not vegue asserlions, Feeling a deep lnterest in
Iall that coneerns that Regiment, I submit the correspondence

for your disposal in any way you deem best. Should you

think worth while to publish it, I hope you will forward a

copy to Col. W, A, Bowles, that he may be remindedjof a

duly which be owes to that Regiment and the public gener-
ally, if net also to himself.

Vary respectfully,

GEO. G. DUNN.

Wasnixoron, Feb, 12, 1848,
Major General Z. Taylor:

UEar Sim:—Availing myself of the kindness of ap iviro-
duction through your distinguished and excellent friend, the
Hon. J. J. Crittenden, | beg leave most respectiully to invite
your sttenlion to a matter about which a large number of
the people of my State, in common with myself, feel a deep
interest. I refer to the unfortunate circumstauces connected
with the Second ludisos Regiment in the baitle of Buena
Vista,

I do not desire to extenuate any acfual/ delinquencies either

course laken in favor of Mexico, by the whig leaders
i our Congrese, and which he thinks he should still |
furiber have profited by, had it not been for the “ego- |
tism and treason™ of oWer Mexican leaders and their |
followers. We should think that such an acknowl-
ment, from the greatest Mexican general, would sat-
isfy the honest mass of the whig party of the real ef-
fect which has been universally produced in Mexico,
by the leading whigs of this country. For ourselves,
we have not the least doubt, that the war would long
since have been lionorably closed, had the Mexicans
not derived encouragement from the unpatriotic action
of the whig politicians.

A reward of $500 was recently offered by the
Governor of New York and Wm, McElroy of Ulster
county, for the recovery of a child of the latter, about

of the officers or men of that regiment, nor could 1 wish
you to scieen real misconduct vpon such an occasion from
just rebuke and descrved public censure. The interest of
the public service would forbid thie, and I believe you inca-
pable of making thet secoudary 10 sny other considerstion.
Having no knowliedge myseif of military affairs, 1 do not

| know what are the imperative and deficed duties of & com-

manding General of our armies, in regaid to the character and
extent of the Reports ¢f matters counected with his opera-
tions, but 1 suppose that he is required to give a detailed ae-
count of the whole plan of cperations in sn engsgement,
and a full snd sccurate sceount of the conduetof all the
troops under his command, so far as it shall pass under his
own obfervation, or be submitted to him in the reports of the

| subordionte officers ; and that it ls vpon this personal obser-

valion, and the subordimale reporis, that his detailed wsec-
count of any eugagemeont is to be made. Assumiog this to
be true, (and it is the only possible way I ean see of making
s reliable report,) 1 have examined with care, your delailed
report, dated at Agua Nueva, March 6, 1847 (in connection
with all the reports of the subordinate commands,) in regurd
to the battle of Buena Vista, and | must coufess ihat your
representation of the conduct of that unfortunate regiment is
far less severe and objectionable (1) in its terms (even il it

4 years old, supposed to have been abducted. So
strung was this opinion impressed upon the minds of
the neighborhood, that a purse was made vp to enable
the distracted father to pursue the supposed kidnapper,
He did so0; and traced him, as he supposed, through
the southern tier of counties to Chatauque; from thence
up the lake w0 Detroit, and from thence to Canada.
He frequently heard of a man, secompanied by a child,
on the road, and pursued the phantom with all the
eagerness of hope. Months were thus employed ; and
now it appesrs that the little fellow was drowned
near his own father's Liouse. Painful though this dis-
covery is, it will afford relief to the heart-stricken
parents.

(=7~In order to give strength to Clay, some of the
Eastern federal politicians are proposing to put Scott
on the Clay ticket, us the Whig candidate for the
Vice Presidency! We don't know but Scott will con-
sent to play * second fiddle” to Clay in the manner in-
dicated, but we can hardly believe that he will. At
any rate, the whigs are getting into worse and worse
pickle every day. They can fully sympathize with
their ** conservative”™ brethren all over Europe, who
at this time sappear to be so ** ynfortunate.” Nomat-
ter who the whigs may mominate, they must be beaten.
The epirit of the times indicates that result well
enough.

A Stave Case.~The Goshen Democrat contains
the report of & trial for riot, at the present term of the
Elkhart circuit court, aguinst Joseph A. Graves, Eli-
sha W. Coleman and Hugh P. Langmore, citizens of
Kentucky. The charge was founded upon the fact
that the defendants, ona certain night in August last,
furcibly entered the houso of Samuel P. Judson, Esq.,
of Bristol, for the purpose of reclaiming a negro slave,
who was taken from the premises by force of arms.
The jury found the defendants guilty, and assessed
against each a fine of one hundred and thirty dollars.

Mr. Cuarces J. IncersoLt recently offered a reso-
lution instructing the committee of Ways and Means
to inquire into the propriety of lowering the rates of
duty on certain French importations. On motivn of
Mr. Bainey, luid on the table, The House was thrown
into luughter by au earnest remark of Mr. HoLues,
of South Carolina, when Mr. BaiLey made his motion,
“What! a Virginian, a grower of tobacco, make
such o motion!" [t was some time before the Caroli-
nian got over his astonishment.

Extensive fires have recently occurred in New
York and Philadelphia. In the latter city, the two
extensive warehouses occupied by the firm of Patter- |
son & Co., with §30,000 worth of goods, were de-
struyed. General Patterson who 8 now in the service
of his country in Mexico, is the principal partner in
this firm. The loss is supposed to be covered by in-
surance, but all the General's old family wines were

destroyed.

The case of Randall Hutchinson, recently convict-
ed of embezzling §25,000 from the U, S. Mint at
Philadelphia, bas been re-argued, and the court de-
cided, that being merely a clerk, the acts of Congress
against embezzlement did not extend to him. The
indietment, therefore, could not be sustained, and a
nol. pros. was eontered by the district attorney.

lowa.—A letter from lowa gives us assurance that
our young sister is feithful to Democracy. At the
recent election Tnovas H. Bexton Jr., the democratic
candidate for Commissioner of Public Instruction,
was chosen by a decided majority. This was the
only state officer to be elected.

5~ The fallen dynasties of France are likely to
be represented in our army and navy. Jerome Napo-
leon Bonaparte, nephew we presume of the Emperor,
has been appoinied a cadet at West Point, from the
third Congressionsl district of Maryland.

The Whig Convention of Missouri bave instructed
their Delegates 1o the National Convention, to sup-
port the nomination of Gen. Taylor for the Presi-
dency.

“The dilfsrence between & Charge and a Minister
Resident, 18 this:  The Minister Resident is sccedited
to the Sovereign ; a Charge is accredited to the Secre-
tary of Stale.” _

There is also some little difference in the salary, if
we are not mistaken,

be incorrect,) than the langusge employed by Gen. Wool, in
his report to you, dated at (ke same place, on the 4th of 1he
| same mooth, in regard to the same matter, or that used by
| Geo, Lane, on the same suiject, in his report to Gen, Wool,
dated at Boaua Vista, on the 20th of Februazy, 1847. Nor
{am I able to perceive how your slatement could bave been
| diferent, consistently with the representfalions of all the
| minor teports of that battle, as published with your's, and
| other sccompany iog documents, with the ancual message of
the President. Still, it i believed that injustice bhas been
dove that Regiment, in all of these reports, in consequence
of a ndsreprescntation of some of the facts of the case, at
the Lime the repourts were made,

We bave been informed that these facts were afterwards
developed by u Court of Inquiry, cslled at the lnstance of Gen.
Lane, (o invesiigate the malter; snd that it was shown upon
that investigation that the misconduct was not chargeable to
the troops themselves—on the contrury that they were fully
exvusrated from any imputstion upon their individual courage
or devotion 10 the honor of the service, and further, that the
entire disaster was owing to the inefliciency or unskillfulness
of some of the field officers. Soon afer this, there appeared
in the public jowinals of the United States what was
called a supplemental report of Brigodier General Lane,
io jregard Lo this matter, in which the troops themselves,
and many of the company officers were highly som-
mended for their good conduct. We had been assuied, by
those who assumed to know, that these facts had been pro-
perly brought to your notice, snd that the honor of our State
would be fully windicaled by a supplemenital report from
you to the War Department. Upon enquiry at that Depast-
ment, | am advised that po such supplemental report has
been reecived fiom you, nor has there, as 1 learn, ever been
teceived st that Depactiment, the proceedings of the above
oamed Court of Inquiry, or the supplemental repoit of Biig.
Gen. Lane, of May 10, 1847, '

May 1 bope that you will feel at liberty to give such ex-
plaoation of this aifair, so far as your information will enable
you, as shall viodicate that Regiment from any vnjust cen-
sure, and, at the same time, exonerate yourself fiom the
imputation somelimes made sgainst you, of s disposition
rather o fasten this stain upon our State than to remove it—
a fact which I eannot, for moment, believe.

Wiih sentiments of the higbest consideistion, for your
many valuable public services, as well as a profound re-
spect fur you personally, I am, sir,

Your most obedient and bumble servant,
GEO. G. DUNN.

GEN. TAYLOR'S REPLY.
Baros Roves, La., March 24, 1848

My dear Sir: Your communication, under date of Feb. 12,
1848, accompanied by ao introductory communieation from
the Hon, Mr, Crittenden, havejbeen duly received.

The subject-matier presevted by you would have been
attended to much sooner, but for & visit some weeks up the
river, which has presented an earlier consideration and reply.

Before replying, directly, 1o several particular points
touched upon in your letter, paimit me to sy, in genera)
terms, in reference to the current impression, thet my offi-
cial Report had done great injustice to the second Regiment
of Indiana Volunteers, that nolhing bas been developed,
since the date of that report, (2) sod no statement in an offi-
cial shape has been made o me, which, in my judgment,
affects jts sccuracy, saving ounly in the case of the official
reports (supplements]) of Gen. Lane, of the 34, bth, and
24th of March, 1347, and which, as they were forwarded to
the War Department at Washington, were deemed sufficient
correction to my own, without burdening that office with
additional repoits.

You are right in the supposition that personal observation
on the field, and reports of subordinate commanders, nre the
proper and only basis upon which a commanding Geuneral can
frame his repoils, My official statement of the conduct of
the different corpa at the battle of Buena Vista, was made
strictly in sccordance with this piieciple, snd so far as the
conduct of the Second Indiana Regiment was reported (o me,
officially, my ownp observalion, iu most cases, sustains lhe
trath sud sccurscy of these reports, (3)

From the moment that personal eriminstion and reerimin-
ativn began 1o pass between some of the officers, 1 advised,
s often as oppurtunity presented, the agitation of nothing in
relation to the conduct of the Second Regiment, or as to who
was, and who was oot o bleme. 1 felt sssured that such s
movement would only result in greal injury to the Regiment
and 1o its Siate. 1 truly regret that such forbearsuce did not
suggest itsell to those interested.

he gallant charscter of the citizens of Indians, I have
good reason snd good opportunities to ko «w and sppreciate,
In this they are not surpassed by suy State in the Union,
My coufidence in the second Regiment, qfficers and men, was
#iill maiotaioed after the reverse of the 23d, for I 1emem.
bered thet in all simies, the best and most experienced
lm:gdhau st times been most unaccountably sabject, and
yie to temporary panics, (4) by no means compromisin
their reputation for bravery. [ bad resoived, and expre
the determinstion, to place that Regiment in action the fol-
lowing day, (0) hadyhe enemy resumed s sitack, in the
full conviction that the officers snd men, unitedly and indi-
ridull{; would have asequitted themselves with steadiness
aod olry. This belief I have always muintained.

th these remarks, I wow refer to the seversl points

dwelt vpon in your letter,

Ou reference to the records of official papers in the office of
my Adjutani Genesal, 1 find pe evidence that the proceed-
ings (6) of the Court of Inquiry, instituted at the request of
Gen. Lane, were sent o me. To ihe best of my recollee-
tion, fhey certainly were nof. Io the abwence of Major Bl
my Adjutsnt General, 1 cannol speak more posilivel I(?i
The vrder constituting the Court was lssued by Gen. Wool,
and a5 it otiginated at his Head Quariem, its proceedings, he
probably conceived, not necessary to be sent to me. His
course, however, in the Court, was by me.

It wea my impression that this Comt of Inguiry grew out
of private suimesities some of the it
was enlirely inexpedient, ool conuected with the good
or interest of the service ; hance the ressun, most thuy.
why the result of its examinstion was pot forw to my
Head Quarters, or to the War Office, st Washingtou.

With the supplemenial leiter of Gen. Lane, of May 10,
1847, written, as is stated, to correct the disposition to do
ingustice to Tudians, I have oothiog to do. It was not, and
could nut be termed, 8 Report, eliber supplemental or other-
wite ; (8) benee the reason why you aid pot find it on 1ecord
in the War Office. It first met my eye in the columas of a
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March, directly to Gen. Wool. Nowsuch corrective statement
was, 80 far ar | koow, ever made. Without such a slate-
ment, either from him or Gen. Wool, there could be no wai-
rant for a chaoge in my own detailed Report. (9)

Under such a state of official facts, which have not sub-
sequently been sffected, by supplemental official reports, it
is not 1o be expecied that | should sddiess a corrective re-
port 1o the War Department, affecting any portion of the
original. Such a report muyst be based upon afficial dala,
properly rendered, else it ean be of uo wvail. (10) In my
detniled Report the word “ordered” should be replaced by
that of intended, agreeably to the supplental Report of Gen.
Laoe, of March 24th. It was thought safficient rectification
to forward this report of Gen. Lave to the War Office, for
the original stalement in my own report was founded upon
his own, snd whatever correction be made to his report must
necessarily, in this particular, affect mine also. By » non-
erasure of the original word in my report, (an erssure that
could only be sccomplished by a subsequent report,) it was
the fartbest from my iotention 1o convey sny inference
whatever, much less express, that the Indians troops, when
in line, showed any indisposition to advance,

The better relation of cccurrences at the battle of Buena
Vista,so far as the Indiana Brigade is concerned, would have
been more plainly established, had Gen. Lane followed, im-
mediately after the batile, the custom of the service, in ®all=
ing on the subordinates for reports of the operations and
services of their Regiments, (11) It is potorious that Col.
Bowles has vever made any official report of the part which
his regiment took in the action, while the repoit of Col.
Lane was made moie than three months subsequently to the
date of the baitle.

It is possible that a report made by Col. Bowles, even ot
this late date, might tend much to exoneraste his Regiment
and himself from unjust imputations; snd I am ready lo
teceive and forward to the War Department, ss official, any
report of that character which he may sddress to me. (12)

In regaid to the difficuities that occurred in the second
Regiment, it may not be amiss, in this coonection, to observe
that Col, Bowles called on me, when on his march out of
Mexieo with his Regiment, io moch distress of mind at the
sttack which had just been made upon bim. He remarked
to me, that the want of efficient drill and discipline in his
Regiment, was due much to his own personal difficuliies
with Gen, Lane—that his absence from his Regiment (made
necessary for a personal visit to Indiane, 10 establish his
claim (13) to the command of it, a claim which had been
denied 1o him by Gen. Lave) was the cause, in » very great
measure, of its imperfect drill wad discipiine, and his own

imperfect knowledge of the customs sod 1equirements of
the service.

In my official report, 1 was as forbearing (14) in narrating
the couduct of the second Indiana Regiment ss it was possi-
ble to be, under the solemn duty to render exact jostice Lo all
sngaged in the batile; and 1 assure you, sir, [ can 1eproach
mysell with no sct of injustice, wiitten or implied, commit-
ted by my agency, towards any corps or individual, Wil-
ling us 1 sm to add anything to my report which, to do jus-
tice to any, shall come before me in proper form, it will nev-
ertheless be readily believed, that 1 never will make any

stal¢ment al virisnce with propriety and a just and strict
sence of duty.

1 certainly have every inducement to go as far in the eof-
fort to exoverate the Indiana troops from censure as [ would
in the case of the troops of any State which has served with
me daring the war. 1 feel warmly attached 1o the State and
ber sous, by the ties which were woven in my esrliest ser-
vice. Early associatioos, and friendly regard for her citi-
zens, have always attached me to her, and in her good name
and prosperity I feel deeply interesied. (10)

It has been my aim, it this reply to your fenquiries, to
give my candid opivion, so far as 1 have deemed it proper;
and it has been my wish nd sendeavor, to make my reply as
satisfaclory®lo yoursell and the State ss is [consistent wilh
truth and propriety.

With sentiments of high regard and estesm, I am dear sir,
your most obedient servant,

Z. TAYLOR.

Hon. Gro. G. Dusx, Washiogton, D, C.

REMARKS.

(1) This virtually encourages the General that his
official report can be while-washed instead of being
correcled. The humbug might take, provided no one
had read the reports, In relation to the reports of
Generals Taylor, Wool and Lane, it is proper to re-
mark that they correspond in one particular, viz:
that the 2d Indiana regiment retrealed. In other
points there are slight and material differences. Gen.
Taylor says, that the regiment * could not be rallied,
and took no further part in the action, except a hand.
ful of men,” * under its gallant Coul. Bowles," and
those *fugilives who, at a later period in the day, as-
sisied in defending the train and depot at Buena Vista."”
Gen. Wool represents that a ** fragment” of the 2d
regiment was rallied by Col. Bowles. Gen. Lane
says, ** These troops, the most of them, were immedi-
alely rallied, und fought during the whole day like
veterans.” To sum up the difference of the three
reports : Gen. Lane represents that *‘the most of
them” rallied ; Gen. Wool that a “lfragment”” rallied;
while Gen Taylor uses a still more diminutive term,
by saying that a ** hand/wl™ rallied. And yet Mr.
Dunn has just made the wonderful discovery that Gen.
Taylor's report is less **severe and objectionable™
than those of Generals Wool and Lane !

(2) This paragraph, when snalysed presents two
issues : First, *that nothing has been developed since
the date of that [his] report,” which **affects its nc-
curacy.” Second, ** that no statement in an ¢fficial
shape"” has been made to him which * affects its nc-
curacy" saving only the *“official reports (supplomen-
tal) of Gen. Lane, of the 34, Hth and 24th of March,
1547, In regard to the first issue, it is proper to
remark that the facts and opinion of the Court of In-
quiry convened to investigate the conduct of General
Lane, as well as the facts and opinions of the Court
of Inquiry in the case of Col. Bowles, have been de-
veloped, at least, by a publication in the papers at
Saltillo and Monterey, where they must have met Gen.
Taylor's eye. The second issue may be more correct
than the first; but should it prove to be ** another of
the same sort,” it will be lucky for General Taylor
that the public have no means of ferreting out its
inaccuracy. If heshould become a witness against
himsell it would be something new under the sun.

(3) A word if relation to personul observation.
We are informed by those engaged in the battle of
Buena Vista, that Gen. Taylor did not arrive on the
baitle field until after Col. Bowles had given the order
to retreat, and the regiment had obeyed that order;
that while the 2d regiment was in the actof rullying,
he taok a position further to the right and nearer the
centre of the Geld, where he could not have as favor-
able an opportunity to observe the movements of the
Indianians ss those having immediate command of
them. A reference to Gen. Taylor's report confirme
this statement, so far as it relates Lo Lis posilion.
In that report, Gen. Taylor says, ** The 1st and 2d
[llinois, and the 2d Kentucky regiments, served im-
wediately under my eye, and I bear & willing teati-
mony to their excellent conduct throughout the day.”
All accounts of the battle agree that the 1st and 2d
Illinois, and 2d Kentucky regiments oggupied posi-
tions considerably to the right of the 2d Indiana regi-
ment. The distance between the point where the
Indianians formed a junction with the Mississippians,
and the position then occupied by the 1st Illinois regi-
ment, bas been represented to be more than a mile.
In view of these facts, we are furced to conclude that
Gen. Taylor's “personal observation™ was brought to
bear only a short time on that part of the ficld occu-
pied by the Indianians.

(4) Gen. Taylor cannot write & let'es upon the
subject without spesking of “‘panics.” The Court of
Injuiry in case of Col. Bowles establishes the fact
that the 2d regiment retreated in obedience to an or-
der from Col Bowles. If the facts and opinion of
the Court of Inquiry are worth anything, panic had
nothing to do with the retreat, and every time that
Gon. Taylor speaks of *‘panies’ in counection with
that regitment, he slanders the Indianians.

(5) Itis very reasonable to suppose that he would
have placed the 2d rogiment in sction, bad the
resomed his attack vn the following day. The Ameri-
can army was so much reduced that it would have re-
quired all the forces on the fiold to meet the snemy,

with any hope of success.

(6) This statement only shows that he has not

been able to find evidence that the proceedings of the
' Court of Inquiry in the case of Gen. Lane, were sent
to him ; but it does not show that the facts and opin-
ion of that Court or the proceedings, and facts, and
opinion of the Court of Inquiry in the case of Col.
Bowles, were not sent to him. He has examined the
“records,” but he does not state whether the records
referred to were complete or title records, or merely
the record of the date and number of the orders, &e.,
forwarded to his headquarters. The facts and opin-
ions of the Courts of Inquiry in the two cases were
embraced in orders No. 279 and No. 281, issved and
approved by Brig. Gen. Wool. The proceedings of
the above named Courts, of course, embrace the re-
corded minutes.

(7) This sentence shows that doubt still hangs over
the matter. We bave it from authority entitled to
credit that the facts and opinions of the Courts of In-
quiry referred to, were sent to Gen. Taylor by Gen.
Wool. Itis quite probable that Maj. Bliss received
them, and kaowing that Gen. Taylor was opposed to
ordering Courts of Inquiry in the case referred to,
did not see proper to submit the papers to him, end
perbaps he did not even record the number of the or-
ders.

(8) We shall raise no question as to the correet-
ness of this position. We would remark, however,
that at the time this report made its appearance in
the newspapers, there was & much greater necessity
for an immediate publication than to have a report
pass through the different grades of higher ranks and
be sent to the War Department, before being made
pablic. At that time the press of the South hnd East
teemed with slander upon Indiana, and an immediate
antidote was needed to arrest the effect of the poison.

(9) Gen. Trylor attempts to excuse himself on the
assumption that Gen. Lane made no official report after
the finding of the Court of Inquiry. It wes notstrct-
ly within Gen. Lane's line of duty to make an official
report to Gen. Wool, predicated on the facts and opin-
ious of the Courts of Inquiry. What are the duties
of a General in relation to making reports? It is his
duty to make a report in relation to the conduct of Ais
command, and report to his superior officer. It was
strictly proper for Gen. Lane to make any correction
to his report until his conduct, as well as the conduct
of Col. Bowles, and the 2d regiment, were submitted
to the investigation of Courts of Inquiry. The Courts
of Inquiry took all matters relating to the reputation
of the 2d regiment out of his hands, and the fate of
that regiment hung upon the facts and opinions that
might be brought forth. Both Courts of Inquiry were
convened by ordersof Gen. Wool, held at his encamp-
ment, the facts and opinions were reported to him,
approved by him, and issued by him. Gen. Wool
was an officer superior in rank to Gen. Lane; hence
Courts of Inquiry convened by the order of the former
were entirely removed from the command of the lat-
ter. It would have been ridiculous for Gen. Lane tostep
above his official authority, and dictate to Gen. Wool
corrections based on the result of the Courts of In-
quiry, convened under his (Gen. Wool's) authority,
Gen. Lane had nothing to do with the facts and opin-
ions of the Courts of Inquiry any further than to pub-
lish them to the troops under his command. They
were communicated to Gen. Lane from a superior
officer, and to report back their substance to the same
officer, would have been to trifle with him, pre-sup-
posing that he was ignorant of what actually come
from his headquarters. Gen. Wool, by officially ap-
proving the facts and opinions of the Courts of In-
quiry, virtually corrected his official report. It might
be proper for him to make some further correction ;
but all communieations to the War Department, cor-
rections of official papers, &c.,.according to prece-
dent, must pass up through the higher grades of rank
uutil it reaches the commander-in-chief, who forwards
them direct to the War Department. Gen. Wool's
headquarters was the starting point of the facts and
opinions of the Courts of Inquiry ; and the only way
they could reach the War Department and effect the
object desired, was by taking the regular course in
accordance with military etiquette.

(10) The facts and opinions (not the ** proceed.
ings™) of the Courts of Inquiry in the cases of Gen,
Lane and Col. Bowles, which were approved by Gen.
Wool, should have been considered suflicient evidence
to make the corrections desired.

(11) In regard to this matter, it is proper to state
that Gen. Lane was with the 2d regiment during the
whole day, and had as good an opportunity to observe
the movements as eny of its field officers. However,
it would have been proper for him to have called npon
Col. Lane for a report immediately after the battle,
because his regiment was detached from the 2d regi-
ment part of the day.

(12) This amcunts to an invitation to Col. Bowles
to come out and help Gen. Taylor in his discourse up-
on ** panics,” to criminate Gen. Lane, and take issue
sguinst the Courts of Inquiry. Gen. Taylor is o
pretty bird to talk about the * custom of the service,"
when he invites Col. Bowles to disregard the cus-
tom of the service and report direct to him. Accord-
ing to all military precedent, Col. Bowles should re-
port to Gen. Wool, It should then be forwarded to
Gen. Taylor, and by him to the War Department.

(13) “ Hold our hat." It is said that old Zack
can't be fooled; but Col. Bowles has certainly pulled
the wool over his eyes this time; but he can't come
it over the Hoosiers. Gen. Lane denied Col. Bowles
the command only until he received his commission,
It is true Col. Bowles visited Indiana; but that visit
had nothing to do with establishing his claim to the
command of the 2d regiment. He had received his
commission and taken command of his regiment be-
fore he left the camp for Indiana.

(14) * Forbearing,” indeed! To makea more un-
favorable report of the conduct of the Indianians than
any other officer, is called ** forbearing.” The asser-
tion of the General amounts to nothing less than s
declaration that the Indianians behaved worse than re-
ports represented them, but he, in his generosity, was
“ forbearing " We agk for noue of his forbearance.
We only ask for justice and truth.

(15) * Try that maneeuvre over again.” Soft-sod-
der; but it won't take. Major Bliss is out, sure! A
little flattery will not eradicate oft repeated acts of
injustice.

In conclusion, it is proper to remark that the whole
letter of Gen. Taylor amounts to an effort against the
Courts of Inquiry, a lecture to Gen. Lane, an attempt
to recuscitate Col. Bowles, and a little flattery for the
purpose of hiding his injustice to the Indianians,

All must agree that the retreat of the 2d regiment
was caused by one of two things—the order fo re-
reat or panic. Gen. Taylor has been erying panie,
panic, panic. If the fucte of the Court of Inquiry in

enemy | 11,0 case of Cul. Bowles are entitled to any eredit, the

order of Col. Bowles and nothing else, eaused the re-
weat. ‘Then, Gen. Taylor's ery of panic iy
mau-mummm'-r '
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censure. The position of Gen. Wool is entirely dif-
ferent—he gave his official approval to the facts and
opinions of the Courts of Inquiry, and considers that
the order alone caused the retreat. When the anni-
versary of the battle of Buena Vista was celebrated
at Montercy, Gen. Wool, in speaking of the battle-
ground, enid:

“That such was the strength of the position, that i

but for the unfortunate and most unexpected retreat
of Col. Bowles's regiment, the 2d Indiana volunteers,
the Americans would bave defeated the Mexican army
early in the day—the attack in the centre had been
repulsed with great loss by Washington's Battery—
the advancing column sent to attack the forces on the
left, had alsu been repulsed and dispersed—when, at
this moment, Col. Bowles's regiment fled, under his
order toretreat, the lield of batile.”

Now, if Gen. Wool be correct, it was the order,

not panic, that caused the retreat.

Correspondence.
Cuarmansvicie, Logan Co., Va.

Messrs. Caarnans & Co.—GexTLENEN: | was in
Missouri during the last Presidential election, (in "44)
and was a subscriber to the Coon Skinner. If you
should again publish it during the approaching can-
vass, (which 1n my opinion you ought in no wise to
omit,) I desire that you will let me know it as 1
would not miss taking it.

The Democrats are pretty well united in Virginia,
and you may Jook for a Democratic victory at the ap-
proaching election. We are not likely to be carried
away by the no-party, whig party, cry for Old Rough
and Ready. They will hardly gull many Democrats
into this trap they have set 1o catch birds of every
feather, '

Don't forget the Coon Skinner, and obli
friend and humble servant.

your
B. L. C.

Axperson, April Sth, 1848,

We are organizing as Democrats in this county,
and preparing to give battle to the Mexican whigs in
the coming contest—you will hear from our commit-
tee soon. Il is com of Andrew Jackson, John
R. Shaw and myseif, we nominate by convention this
year; which comes off in May next—*The True De-
mocrat,” edited by Howell, is here preparing to issue
ite first sheet in a few days. The victory will be
ours in Madson county the coming election.

1 remain, dear sirs, your well wisher,

P. H. LEMEN.

Extract from a letter dated Terre Haute, April 12,
1848 : :

I have never seen the Democrats of this county
more spunky or more determined to fight the good
fight, let who may be the leader.

(< According to the “*Winchester Orthopolitan,”
a whig paper, the editor of the State Journal has for
some time been crazy, and Gen. Taylor foolish. Up-
on these grounds it accounts for the singular antics
which they have been cutting up, to the amusement of
some and the grief of others. The Orthopolitan of
the 20th April says, in reference to the Journal's re-
pudiation of Taylor, under the head of ““Jokn D,
Defrees coming to his senses™ —

“[t shows that the Editor has at length become ra-
tional upon this subject, and is no longer willing to
urge the claims of a man who desires to be elected as
a *no party’ candidate, and whose politics are, to say
the least, extremely doubtful. In this,Yhe Journal
stands not slone—many others, who a few months
since were urging the claims of *‘vld FKough snd

Ready" most zealously, have wearied in waiting for
some positive assurance from him, that if elected, he
would strive to earry out the measures and policy of
the great Whig party, and finding him still persisting
in the ridiculous idea of being the candidate of all
parties ; they like true Whige and sensible men, have
abapdoned his standard.”

Are not these whigs a set of beauties all round!
We should think that sensible men would cut loose
from such a crowd.

(=7~ We believe that the Wabash Express has nev-
er taken pains 1o publish that letter of Gen. Taylor
to Dr. Lucas of Terre Haute, which we noticed had
been written several weeks since, and in which the
General pointedly reitersted his condemnation of the
Indiana volunteers as a set of cowards, without being
80 mealy mouthed as he was in his Jetters to Defrees
and Dunn. What is the matter with the Editor of
the Express? Is he afraid that Taylor's Jetter to
Lucas will lose the General friends in Indiana ? We
suppose the Express still sticks to bim, notwithstand-
ing the change of front at the capital!

PosTAcE ARRANGEMENTS,—A bill has passed the
House of Representatives, changing the rates of ship-
postage, so ae to charge upon mailable matter re-
ceived in any part of the United States by any .or-
eign packet ship or vessel, the same rate of charge
for American postage, which the government to which
such foreign packet or other veseels belonge, imposes
upon lewters and other mailable matter conveyed in
Awerican packets or other vessels. This bill is de-
signed as & measure of retaliation upon the British
Government for the illiberal spirit which they have
manifested in relation to our steamships.

Aneap or Buope lsuanp.—The provisional gove
ernment of France issues proclamations in the name
of the sovereign people, and proclaims the right to
vole by secret ballot, to every male citizen of ovef
twenty-one years of age. The revolution is justified
on the ground that the people are sovereign, and have
the right to change their forms of government when
and in the manner to suit themselves. The Provi-
dence Herald notices n rumor that Louis Phillippe is
coming to Rhode Island, in order to be protected from
the sovereignty of the people.

Ogecox Raruroan.—A Washington letter writer
states that the select committee appointed by the
House of Representatives, will report unanimously
in favor of the railroad project of Mr., Whitney, and
in favor of granting him whatever portion of the pub-
lic domain may be necessary for the completion of the
enterprise. The committee have reduced the pro-
posed bill of -lands from 10 cents per acre to 10,—~to
be paid by Mr. Whitney after the completion of the
road.

Micsigan axp Iuuinoms canan.—This most impor-
tant channel of communication was opened with ap-
propriate ceremonies on the 10th inst. The Chicago
Journal of the 1ith says:

Yesterday was an eventful period in the history of
ourdty.nl"’thn&nu.nd of the west. It was the
wedding of the father of rivers to our .inland seas—a
union of the thi-iﬂ with lake Michigan, for the
hmmniu i its 'ﬂm‘:ni::—qﬁeuit nd

ure a
perity its ineresse. The first boat borne on tho’;“lh-
% canal paseed through from Lockport to our city

Provucrions of INmaxa.—In wheat and oats lo-
diana is the sixth State in the Union; in corn tie fifth;
in putatoes the ninth; in hay the third; in flax and
hemp the fourth; in tobacco the sixth; snd in sugar
the third. |

aire 1o eontisue in private life.”

‘was befure the Courts of fnquiry exonerated her from

From Vera Cruz.

Extruct of a letter dated off Vera Cruz, 9th April,
1848,

“To-day is the day appointed for the election of
the Mexican civil authorities in this city. All the
American troops, with the exception of & guard, have
encamped outside the city ; but we are all ready to
give them a broadeide in case of any difficelty. 1 do
:l:_t expect, however, that there will be any danger of

I'-"

We take the following items from the correspond-

| ence of the N. O. Delts ;

Mr. Sevier had left Vera Cruz, and would arrive in
Mexico about the 14th of April. Troops are con-

' stantly arriving at Vera Cruz. The Mexican suthori-

ties have required all strangers in Vera Cruz, to re-
port themselves, and renew their letters of security,
or be fined §20. The Free American complains very
much of this order.

The Mexicans, a few duye ago, seeing they were
not opposed in any manner, end that they succeeded
beyond their expectation in accomplishing all their

| ends, thought that an appliesation to Col. Wilson
| would not be inappropriate w relieve them of their
 present annoyance—-the American Flag, expanded

frow the pinnacle of the Palace staff—on the receipt
of which our (now ex) Governor, Col. Wilson, order-
ed the Lt. Governor, Capt. Winder, to **strike the
American colors st the request of the enemy.” It
was immediately replaced st the direction of Gen.
Kearney.

The people of the United States have no idea how
affairs are conducted Jately at this place. American
citizens taxed, tried and condemned by Mexicans. |
would like to know if this is a proper construction of
the armistice? | have no hesitation in saying, (and
[ am well informed of the fact,) that three-fourths of
the officers of the army st this place would answer in
the negative. Had Col. Wilson acted with one half
the firmness of his predecessor, the Mexicans would
never bave dared 10 inake such a request as the Jow-
ering of the American flag. [t may not be amies to
state what Gov. T'wiggs said to them, at the time he
offered them the civil jurisdiction at this place: *I
wish it to be distinctly understood that no Ameirican
here, or that may come here with supplies for the
American army, shall be interfered with in any
manner : neither shall they be taxed by the Mexicans ;
and for the vivlation of any laws, they shall be an-
swernble 10 the Military Commandant.”

I expect Col. Wilson will soon leave here for the
city of Mexico 10 join his regiment.

The chances of peace are becoming every day more
doubtful, and even the Star, which paper was an ad-
vocale of peace, and, | bave no doubt, conscientiously
believed that the Mexicans desired 1it, seems now to
be in doubt. The Monitor thinks that a durable peace
eannot be made unless American troops remain in the
country, to sustain the Government. The Gowern-
ment party is, of course, in favor of peace; but,
when we come to think that this party is composed of
ebout one-eighth of the people, it can hardly be be-
lieved that this minority, which is held in power only
by the presence of the American arwmy, can make a
peace which will be respected by the great majority
whieh is adverse to it. 1 really think, like the Moni~
tor, that peace cannot be made unless we leave an ar-
my in the counntry. The Annexation party, in the
places occupied by our troops, is becoming more and
more fortnidable. Since the armistice is in force, you
can have no idea of the progress that party has made.

The Annexationists want nothing short of annexa-
tion. This party is composed of all the Mexicans
who have been employed by our Government. These
men are looked upon as traitors by their countrymen,
who take every opportunity to insult them, whenever
they can do it with impunity. They are threatened
sometimes, and [ have no doubt that their lives would be
it danger should they remain in the country after the
departure of our troops,

Tue Mexicax Boxps.—The five million dollars in
Mexican bonds, which the house of Manning &
Mclntosh expected to receive in discharge of their |
loan of K500,000 10 Santa Anpa—who at the time
was at the head of the Supreme Government—have
been disposed of at ®1,100,000¢! The purchaser is
Sr. Berstegan. He pays §500,000 in cash, §100,000
in installinents, and 100,000 in bonds. The latter
may pussibly be had for 850,000, which will bring
the whole cost of the bonds recently advertised for
sale, at &750,000.

A Rervsuican Bracksmiti—A Slale saved.—A«
mid the many curious scenes that the European revo-
Jutions have enused, the fullowing is o good to be
lost. It should be immediately dramatised.

“The Elector of Hesse Cassel (2 small state with
about 700,000 inhabitants) was deaf to all appeals
from the people. The mob, therefore, determined W
use force. Seeing this he fled into his gardens and
attempted to escape. He was caught, however, by
a gigantic blacksmith who carried him back to his
drawing-room. The man then locked the door and
demanded compliance with the popular demands.
The Eloctor still said no! The blacksmith, then, by
way of giving an example of physical force, smashed
with onc blow of lus arm & highly ornamented table
into atoms. This done, he shook his fist at the Elec-
tor and told him he should never leave the room il
he bhad yielded all that was required of him. The re-
sult need hardly be told. The Elector consented.
The blacksmith, however, was a practical man, and
was not dispused to trust the promise of & Prince
without fortifying himself with collateral evidence,
He compelled the Elector to write a proclamation
“willingly according all his people’s just requests.™
Thie was fortwith promulgated, and thas by one
brawny arm and the rough good nature of its
sor, & State was saved. The Elector and his people
are now on the best terms, and seem not to know how
to make enough of each other.”

Conreperacy of THE ProrLe.—When the revolu-
tionists who won the Republic for France had forced
their way into the Palais Royal and hed reached the
apartments of Genelal Athalin, one of Louis Phil-
lippe’s nides-de-camp, they encountered the General's
lady, & woman of dignified deportment and stature,
whomn the General had espoused for her rere beauty,
being but the daughter of a poor fisherman of Gran-
ville. “My friends,” she exclaimed, “I trust you
have not come here to offer say injury to myself or
my busband. I am not one of your fine ladies but a
daughler of the people; | throw myself confidently
on your protection. But I will not leave my husband;
he is confined to his bed, by illness.” band
were struck with the boldness of the appeal. They
repaired to the general's chamber, placed him in an
arm-chair, and headed by this deughler of the people,
they conveyed him toa friend's house in the neighbor-
hood. On reaching his destination the general recol-
lected leaving a sum of 130,000f. (£5,200) in notes
and gold in hie desk. He handed the key of the desk
to & working man in a blouse whom be did not know.
An hour after the man returned with every sous of
the money. This is by no means a solitary instance
of the disinterestedness and nobility of mind die-
played by the people during these most glorious three
daye.

07~ A bill has passed the Michigen Legisirture,
embracing the folkwin{ulibeul provisions :

*It provides that a homestead cousisting of any

uantity of land, not exceeding 40 acres, and the

welling house thereon, and its appurtenances, to be
selected by the owner thereof, and not included in
any recorded town plat, or ineorporated city or vil-
lage, or instead thereof, at the option of the owner,
a quantity of land not exceeding in amount one lot,
being in either the lut‘e:d cases '“hli:.:_ r::ﬁd
town plat, or incorporated city or vi the
dwelling house thereon and its appurtenances, owned
ond occupied by any resident of this State, shall not
be euhject to forced sale on execution, or amy other
final process from a court, or for any debt or debts,
growing out of or founded upon contract, either ex-’
pmui.Tlid.nlh-dhrtkMﬁd'M A.
D. 1848, It also provides that such ion shall
not extend to any mortgage mm

but such other
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